
 

 

NEWSLETTER       JULY 2017 

Welcome to the July edition of Our Native Nursery News! 

We're now over half way through Winter which means the countdown to Spring is on. And 
although it's tempting to wish this time away (so that Spring can just hurry up and get here), 
the transition from Winter into Spring is such a beautiful time and an opportunity to slow 
down, and observe the small changes occurring in nature all around us.   

In our busy world, even for us garden enthusiasts, it's all too easy 
to stop noticing the tiny buds appearing, the tentative shoot of a 
daffodil, and the appearance of new leaves on the trees. Mother 
nature really knows how to put on a show, no matter what time of 
year. Enjoy!  

 

Potting shed progress 

Our volunteers have been hard at work on the continued building of the potting shed, and we 
now have a roof. We'll be sharing some photos with you next month. Thanks, as always, to our 
volunteers for this fantastic job! 

Plant Profile: Wattles 

You may have noticed, as of late, a shock of brilliant yellow appearing in the landscape and 
that splash of Winter colour is thanks to several species of Acacia - commonly known as 
Wattles. 

Silver Wattle (Acacia dealbata) 

One that is currently in flower is the Silver Wattle (Acacia dealbata). The Silver Wattle is a 
member of the Fabaceae family, and is a fast-growing evergreen tree or shrub. It grows to a 
height of 10m - 30m, and produces clusters of pale yellow flowers between July and October. 
It has a smooth, grey, brown or dark brown bark that becomes deeply corrugated as it ages. 
Very hardy and tolerant of a wide range of conditions, it grows best in full-sun to part shade. It 
also provides food and nesting sites for birds, and is a host food plant for the caterpillars of 
the Imperial Blue Butterfly. 
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Traditionally, the wood of the Silver Wattle was used 
for axe handles, clap sticks and digging sticks. The 
seeds were collected and ground into flour for 
dampers, and the bark was made into a decoction, 
which was drunk to relieve indigestion. Prior to the 
discovery of gold in 1852, the bark was one of 
Victoria's main exports. 

 

Interesting Fact: 

The leaves, which are reported to have a pleasant 
acidic taste, are sometimes used in Indian cooking 
(as a substitute for Tamarind) and are made into a 
chutney*. 

Blackwood (Acacia melanoxylon) 

Another fabulous species of Acacia is the Blackwood (Acacia melanoxylon) which grows at a 
moderate rate to a height of up 30m. It flowers between August and October, and has a 
smooth grey bark when young, which changes to a furrowed dark brown/grey as it matures. 

The Blackwood, is also very tolerant and hardy, and 
is fire retardant. It prefers full-sun to part shade, and 
will grow in a wide range of conditions. It also 
provides food and nesting sites for birds and other 
wildlife. 

The wood was traditionally used for spear-throwers 
(Woomera) and shields. And, just like the Silver 
Wattle, the bark was infused in water to bathe 
rheumatic joints. 

Did you know? 

If you're in the bush and happen to cut yourself, the 
sap of the Blackwood can be applied  over open 
woods to act like a Band-Aid. 

 

 

As always, when it comes to bush foods in general,  be sure to do your research, and use 
species which already have some history of safe use in Indigenous Australian communities** 
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For Winter beauty and wildlife attracting value Wattles are a winner! And we currently have 
both of these varieties stock if you'd like to add them to your garden. See our Plant List for 
details.

Garden Profile: Update on Yackandandah revegetation project 

It's been a couple of months since we checked in with Gary to see how progress on his 
Yackandandah revegetation project was going. As you may recall, Gary purchased 7.5 acres of 
land back in December last year, which was over-run with blackberries. 

Since late May, Gary has continued to clear the blackberries, this time with the help of heavy 
machinery. You can get an idea of the sheer magnitude of land the blackberries covered by the 
size of the earth mover in the photo below. 

 

The expanse of Blackberries was so huge it required the use of heavy machinery to clear it. 

After clearing the area, it looked a little barren so Gary used an ingenious method to green it 
up quickly by spreading some bales of meadow hay. With some sun and rain, the seeds quickly 
germinated and in just 6 weeks time the area was green. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Amazing transformation! From 
brown to green in only 6 weeks. 
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There was also a mound of blackberries so large that it covered not only the fenceline, but 
another gate as well. 

  

The mound of blackberries (left) was cleared to reveal a hidden gate (right). 

Having cleared this area successfully Gary then went about re-planting to create a windbreak, 
and a wildlife corridor. 

Next up will be the planting of an additional 700 
plants, to continue revegetating the cleared areas. 
We can't wait to see some more photos of this 
ambitious and incredible transformation! 

Our thanks again to Gary for these photos and 
keeping us updated on his project. 

And, if you also have a gardening project you would 
like to share with us, feel free to email your photos or 
stories to ongnursery@gmail.com. 

 

New ONG promotional flyer 

Just in time for Spring promotions our nursery flyer has just received 
a make-over. Feel free to download yourself a copy and send it to 
your friends. Let's spread the ONG message far and wide! 
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North East School Environment Day Planting Workshop 

On Thursday August 10, Anne Stelling, from ONG and Wodonga Urban 
Landcare Group, will be presenting a Planting Workshop, as part of the 
North East Schools Environment Day. Students will be introduced to the 
concept of native and exotic plants/animals. They will pot native seedlings 
and learn about the wildlife these plants support. The Environment Day is 
hugely successful and has already sold out, but if your school is interested 

in getting involved next year, more information can be found at www.seed.vic.gov.au.  

Become a member today 

If you're not already a Member of Our Native Nursery then now is the time join, and support 
us as we continue to grow. Membership is free and easy. Just fill out this form, send it to us 
and you're in. You don't even need to renew - it's that simple.  
 
By joining, you will receive a member discount on plant purchases. Rather than pay $3.50 
retail per tube, you will only pay $2.50 per tube. 
 
Already a member and know someone else who might like to join? Then please forward 
this email to them, and help us grow. 

Amanda and Jill  
for Our Native Garden Nursery Inc 

 

     

 

 

 

Our Native Garden is a community owned, not-for-profit, Registered Charity, volunteer run, 
indigenous plant nursery dedicated to developing balanced ecosystems which help create and 
maintain a healthy environment for plants, creatures and people.  

The nursery is located at the Wodonga Waste Transfer Station at 29 Kane Rd Wodonga.  
MONDAYS TO THURSDAYS and SATURDAYS 10am - 1pm. 

 

 
 

 

SUPPORT US & BECOME 
A MEMBER TODAY 

Click here 

DOWNLOAD OUR LATEST 
PLANT LIST 
Click here 
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