
 

 

 

 

NEWSLETTER      OCTOBER 2017 

Welcome to the October 2017 edition of Our Native Garden Nursery 

Newsletter!  
The flowers are still fabulous and the weather is getting warmer. The bees, butterflies and host of 

other insects have been doing their pollination bit and it's nearly time for collecting seeds. 

 

Delicious Chocolate Lillies 

Chocolate Lily Arthropodium strictum NOW we have lots in stock. The lovely lavender coloured 

flowers carried on arching sprays on this slender lily plant really do smell like chocolate. Yes you 

can eat the flowers although we are told that the best chocolate type taste comes from slow, wet 

roasting of the well-developed tubers. Anyone tried this? 

  

This plant spreads well to make an array of starry flowers in open grassy areas in spring. The 

flowers attract our small, black, female native bees to pollinate it by buzz pollination where flexing 

of the wing muscles makes a different buzz to that of flight and entices the anther to open to release 

the pollen. So grow a lot and be delighted by these bee visitors to your patch. You could add shelter 

for these bees by making a ‘hotel’ see this video clip for How To by local neighbourhood naturalist 

Karen  Retra - make a bee hotel 

 

http://www.abc.net.au/local/videos/2013/03/01/3701533.htm


 

 

Hairy Bursaria for Wodonga woodlands planting 

Hairy Bursaria – wanted by City of Wodonga for use in their revegetation projects – we now 

have growing well. We thank Lesley Labrum for the seed. It is a thorny and prickly bush and 

although not a favourite of farmers, it makes a wonderful safe nesting place for birds. Its white 

flowers, which occur mostly in Summer, attract insects such as wasps, which keep Gum trees 

healthy by keeping down the mistletoe. The Bursaria leaves provide food for the caterpillars 

of Copper Butterflies. 

 

 

Seeking seeds.... 

As the heat comes on the flowers of course turn to seed. We have been planting out Our Native 

Garden Nursery to provide us with seeds and cuttings. Our Chocolate and Bulbine lilies are 

fabulous but some species of plants are still growing to size for harvest. To cover what we 

don’t have supply of yet, we are asking you if you can save us some seed of these plants 

please? 

 

Fine-leaf Tussock Grass, Purple Coral-pea, Weeping Grass, Black-anther Flax Lily, Clustered 

Everlasting Daisy,  Austral Indigo, Tree Violet, Burgan, Red-stem Wattle, White Box, Yellow 



 

 

Box, River Bottle-brush, Drooping She-oak or Casuarina and Slender Tea-tree - Can we offer 

you some grown plants of any species for your garden as a thank you? 

 

If you would like to collect some seed from public lands for or with us, please let us know. 

 

Plant Sale 

ends 1 December – we need the room – they are for sale at $1 or less – come talk to us and 

take home LOTS!! Windmill Grass, Love Grass, Moira Grass, Sticky Hop-bush, Varnish Wattle, 

Prickly Tea-tree, Drooping She-oak or Casuarina. Have you got a spot that needs filling up to 

keep the weeds out? Use these plants! 

 

Plant Profile – Love Grass 

Being adapted to our local conditions of climate and soils, our local native plants are quite 

robust. Some will grow anywhere and you may think that they are weeds! One you may have 

seen but are not really familiar with is Love Grass. Technically it is named Brown’s Lovegrass 

Agrostis brownii  but we like to just call it Love Grass. We love it as a revegetation plant that 

will grow and spread even under the toughest conditions and it is soft enough to make a nice 

low grow lawn. 

 

The leaf blades are 30cm long  but lay down on the ground, radiating from the base to make a 

wide disc only 10 cm high. I first came across this grass growing in the crack between the 

bitumen road and the concrete kerb in suburban Mt Tawonga South. I was impressed with it’s 

hardiness and in time with it’s beauty and soft feel on my toes in our garden. We have a lot of 

these in the nursery at the moment and because it is not well known and we really want you 

to get to know this great plant, we are adding at least one to every plant sale in the nursery. 

Come get yours now. 

   



 

 

Become a member today 

If you're not already a Member of Our Native Nursery then now is the time join, and support 

us as we continue to grow. Membership is free and easy. Just fill out this form, send it to us 

and you're in. You don't even need to renew - it's that simple.  

 

By joining, you will receive a member discount on plant purchases. Rather than pay $3.50 

retail per tube, you will only pay $2.50 per tube. 

 

Already a member and know someone else who might like to join? Then please forward 

this email to them, and help us grow. 

Amanda and Jill  

for Our Native Garden Nursery Inc 

 

  

 

 

 

Our Native Garden is a community owned, not-for-profit, Registered Charity, volunteer run, 

indigenous plant nursery dedicated to developing balanced ecosystems which help create and 

maintain a healthy environment for plants, creatures and people.  

The nursery is located at the Wodonga Waste Transfer Station at 29 Kane Rd 

Wodonga.  MONDAYS TO THURSDAYS and SATURDAYS 10am - 1pm. 

 

 

SUPPORT US & BECOME 

A MEMBER TODAY 

Click here 

DOWNLOAD OUR LATEST 

PLANT LIST 

Click here 

http://ournativegarden.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=eb8c9e33820e5558873e81e9b&id=c55a070881&e=35ac935cd3
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