
feature on Bidgee Widgee ground cover
extraordinaire

Can't see the photos? Click here
  

Welcome to the Our Native Garden Nursery Newsletter, June Edition!
 

feature on ground hugging spreader - Bidgee-widgee

Bidgee-widgee Acaena novae-zelandie
             

          

This ground hugging spreader that is less than 10cm tall is a very handy part of your garden. As it rambles
across the ground it makes an airy but dense mat that keeps out weeds. The flowers are not noticeable
but the fruiting bodies are colourfully red and are quite noticeable when they attach to your socks,
shoelaces or dog's fur. Annoying as that is, this plant can save your soil from washing away.

The generic name Acaena is Greek for 'thorn', referring to their distinctive burr-like seeds, which make up
their globose, bristly fruits. Along with the fur of our native marsupials, most bush walkers have
inadvertently contributed to the seeds' dispersal. For removal of seeds from clothes, I find that 'scratching'
the seeds off with fingernails over tight-stretched fabric works well for most of the seed and the rest will fall
off in the wash. Rosellas love to eat the seeds.

The VELCRO® brand of hook and loop was invented by a man named George de Mestral in the 1940's
while hunting in the Jura mountains in Switzerland. Mr. de Mestral, a Swiss engineer, realized that the tiny
hooks of the cockle-burs, like Bidgee-widgee, were stuck on his pants and in his dog's fur and wondered
how they attached themselves.

Bidgee-widgee will do best and grow fast in a moist spot, it will spread and hold steep slopes against
erosion. Reduced moisture will slow it's growth and reduce it's height but it will survive - and thrive when
more rain comes. Plant it on a creek edge to help hold the banks in floods.

Then you could sit down and make a cup of tea using Bidgee Widgee leaves - the Australian early settlers
used it as a substitute for regular tea. Photos below: left seedhead, middle flower head, right seeds.

https://mailchi.mp/43f5459e5262/our-native-garden-nursery-news-april-520603?e=%5BUNIQID%5D
Jina Park



       

 

Next Meeting: Tuesday 7 August 1pm

Our next monthly meeting will be held on Tuesday 7 August at 1pm at the nursery. 

We are alternating Tuesday and Saturdays to allow options for those who can only come on a weekend to
be able to come join us at a meeting - chat, cuppa, share common interests!

At this meeting we will be discussing the planning, organisation and maintenance of the nursery. If you
can't make it in person, you can still contribute! email us  or call Jill on 0419 732 390 with you comments,
suggestions etc.

Still the same location: our nursery at the Wodonga Waste Transfer Station at 29 Kane Rd. Wodonga.  

Anyone is more than welcome to come along, have your say about our community resource. Come and
contribute to our decisions for the best of the organisation please. We look forward to seeing you there!

It's TIME TO PLANT

       

We have thousands of plants waiting for you to pick them out and take home to bring you pleasure,
beauty and added ecosystem health. Just call Daniel on 0418 579 331 or come to the nursery between
10am and 1pm Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday or Saturday.

Our plants are produced by volunteers, all funds raised go to the running of the nursery and support our
donations of plants to the community.    

Do YOU like to write, take photos, talk with people?

mailto:ongnursery@gmail.com


our newsletter needs you! We also have special spots for a plant sales person, an AMBASSADOR and if
you know what a solenoid valve is please call Jill 0419 732 390

Nursery Plant Discounts

Did you know that our discounts apply to more than just our members? They also apply to schools,
Landcare members, similar community groups, and the discounts are applied to all bulk orders. Of course,
anyone else can also take advantage of these discounts by becoming a member of the nursery. 

Become a Member Today

If you're not already a Member of Our Native Nursery then now is the time to join, and support us as we
continue to grow. Membership is free and easy. Just fill out this form, send it to us and you're in. You don't
even need to renew - it's that simple. 

By joining, you will receive a member discount on plant purchases. Rather than pay $3.50 retail per tube,
you will only pay $2.50 per tube.

Already a member and know someone else who might like to join? Then please forward this email to
them, and help us grow.

Jill Dawson
for Our Native Garden Nursery Inc

The nursery is located at the Wodonga Waste
Transfer Station at 29 Kane Rd, Wodonga.
Open TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY, THURSDAY
and SATURDAY 10am - 1pm.
0418 579 331

SUPPORT US & BECOME A
MEMBER TODAY

DOWNLOAD OUR LATEST
PLANT LIST

Our Native Garden is a community owned, not-for-profit, Registered Charity, volunteer run, indigenous
plant nursery dedicated to developing balanced ecosystems which help create and maintain a healthy

environment for plants, creatures and people.
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