
how to get FREE plants for your school PLUS
feature on Sweet Bursaria - magic for the
ecosystem

Can't see the photos? Click here
  

Welcome to the Our Native Garden Nursery Newsletter, August 2018 Edition!
 

feature on shrub - Sweet Bursaria

Sweet Bursaria   Bursaria spinosa
             
                                      

                                         

An erect, prickly shrub or small to medium tree up to 10 m high. On the coast it is taller but in this region it
tends to be more of a shrub up to about 5m.

                             Distribution
                                       

                                               
The large prickles or spines and small leaves on the branches don't make this a popular choice for the
garden or farm but it has some other wonderful things happening for it. It has masses of sweetly scented,
creamy-white flowers borne in dense clusters 10-25 cm long during late spring to summer. Another name
it has is Christmas Bush for those areas where it flowers at this time.

Following this it produces characteristic purse-/heart-shaped seed capsules, inside which, when mature,
the seeds rattle in the wind (one of its other common names is Castanet Bush). The latin for purse is
bursar, giving rise to the name Bursaria for this plant and Bursar for professional financial administrator in
a school or ship.

It is drought and frost hardy, low maintenance and fast-growing, it performs best in well drained soil and
will thrive in conditions from full sun to partial shade. Yearly pruning will prevent it becoming leggy and
sparse. Great for attracting wildlife as the dense prickly foliage offers a protective shelter for birds and the
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flowers also provide an important food source for butterflies and other insects. 

The wood of Sweet Bursaria has been used for tool handles and cabinet making. The leaves contain
aesculin (a coumarin), used as an ingredient in sun-tan lotions. Also used by bees for honey production.

...... and the magic??  that comes from the insects, particularly wasps which are attracted to this plant at
all times of year but especially during flowering.  The wasps lay eggs on to the leaves of mistletoe and the
hatching grubs do a fine job of consuming and controlling the growth of this parasite of gum trees. Have
you seen the lone, sickly or dying gum trees in paddocks? These isolated gum trees have no community
of native plants to keep them and the soil healthy.  They especially don't have the magic Sweet Bursaria.
So if you are planting gum trees, don't forget that if you want them to grow to a healthy old age of several
hundred years, also plant Sweet Bursaria, other shrubs, pretty native flowers like daisies and lilies and
plant lots of native grasses and ground covers in other words, for best results put the whole ecosystem in
at once!

                                          

Next Meeting: Annual General Meeting Saturday 1 September at 1pm

Our next meeting  is the Annual General Meeting on Saturday 1 September at 1pm at the nursery. 

This formal meeting will be short with the feature being the President's annual Report. We have a steady
committee but we always are looking for a new person or two to join us and get some experience in this
side of things. It can be as little or as much of all types of work as you feel to do - our team together will
cover whatever needs to be done. Most importantly we need someone to fill the Position. Does this sound
like something you could contribute to our organisation please?

After the quick meeting it is time for a social! Come meet the other supporters of our tremendous
organisation and cheer on our good year at the nursery.

If you can't make it in person, you can still contribute! email us  or call Jill on 0419 732 390 with you
comments, suggestions etc.

Still the same location: our nursery at the Wodonga Waste Transfer Station at 29 Kane Rd. Wodonga.  

Anyone is more than welcome to come along, have your say about our community resource. Come and
contribute to our decisions for the best of the organisation please. We look forward to seeing you there!

FREE plants for your school, Landcare or Community group?

      
register YOUR  school, Landcare or Community group for the Buy 1 Get 1 Free Program NOW!

mailto:ongnursery@gmail.com


All you have to do is register your school or LANDCARE or COMMUNITY GROUP with us and then
whenever any teacher or parent from that school or community group member comes to the nursery to
buy plants we will donate the same number of plants to their school or community group, to be picked up
whenever convenient for the school or community group.

This is our special offer on ALL our plants at the nursery ALL YEAR: pay the retail price of $3.50 per tube
and we donate 1 tube FREE to your revegetation or garden project. Send us an email or call or text Jill on
0419 732 390 telling us the name of your school or group and who is the contact person.

Can we put an ad in your school or group newsletter about this? Let us know who to contact for this
please!

Diggers Speedwell                                                     Chocolate Lily
                             

Do YOU like to write, take photos, talk with people?

our newsletter needs you! We also have special spots for a plant sales person, an AMBASSADOR and if
you know what a solenoid valve is please call Jill 0419 732 390

NEW sign at the Nursery

Keeping on with upgrading our facilities and organisation we have a new sign to show the way to our
nursery - thanks to our volunteer Stefan

                                                      



calling all Our Native Garden Nursery supporters!

it's time to get out in the garden with the coming spring sunshine and put in some plants. Support Our
Native Garden Nursery by coming and buying our plants - you help the environment and your community.
Help us by spreading the word about how good native plants are and that buying them from Our Native
Garden Nursery is a GOOD THING!

Become a Member Today

If you're not already a Member of Our Native Nursery then now is the time to join, and support us as we
continue to grow. Membership is free and easy. Just fill out this form, send it to us and you're in. You don't
even need to renew - it's that simple. 

By joining, you will receive a member discount on plant purchases. Rather than pay $3.50 retail per tube,
you will only pay $2.50 per tube.

Already a member and know someone else who might like to join? Then please forward this email to
them, and help us grow.

Jill Dawson
for Our Native Garden Nursery Inc

The nursery is located at the Wodonga Waste
Transfer Station at 29 Kane Rd, Wodonga.
Open TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY, THURSDAY
and SATURDAY 10am - 1pm.
0418 579 331

SUPPORT US & BECOME A
MEMBER TODAY

DOWNLOAD OUR LATEST
PLANT LIST

Our Native Garden is a community owned, not-for-profit, Registered Charity, volunteer run, indigenous
plant nursery dedicated to developing balanced ecosystems which help create and maintain a healthy

environment for plants, creatures and people.
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