
feature on Red-stem Wattle - the pretty blue and
red one.

Can't see the photos? Click here
click on the photo to enlarge   

Welcome to the Our Native Garden Nursery Newsletter, October Edition!
 

feature on wattle - Red-stem Wattle

Red-stem Wattle Acacia rubida

A tough, fast growing wattle that is easy to grow in any soil, even clay. It is a pretty, small tree with leaves
and bark of bluish hues set off by the red stems of new growth.      

The rubida of the botanical name is latin for red. The juvenile tree stem, new growth branchlet bark and
dry leaves or leaf stems and margins are very noticeably a lovely clear red colour making it easy to
identify. The stem colour may darken to maroon sometimes.

         

At our old alpine nursery, there was a copse of these trees, or it may have just been one mature wattle
that had developed multi stems through stems breaking with the weight of snow at times. They developed
a cool bluish cast to their bark, a deeper version of the blue in the leaves - very colourful. At only 5m
maximum tree height, it makes an interesting ornamental plant.  It is short-lived at less than 15 years but
very frost and drought hardy.

It is such a robust plant it is found in a variety of terrain and climates, yet is still confined to just a regional
spread of Australia.

                                               
This wattle is one of those that show 2 types of leaves - juvenile ones that are fern-like similar to most
wattles and the mature leaves that are solid- see photo left above of the 2 leaf types. These leaves are
actually flattened stems and do not have the stomata 'lips' that can expel water vapour under real leaves.
This is a great water saving adaptation for dry and alpine climates.

Bright yellow flower clusters attract birds & butterflies between August and October. The flowers are a
pollen source for native moths, butterflies and other insects.

Seeds should be developing soon, have you got this tree on your property or know of some on a
roadside? We really want seed of this one please, the ones planted in our nursery aren't quite old enough
for seed production yet.

Wattles are in the legume family along with peas and beans. Legumes fill an important niche in the
ecosystem by making the atmospheric nitrogen available for plants to use in plant growth. They have
special nodules on the roots that do this. The nodules are a bacterial association and 'it means that
wattles literally grow on the sniff of an empty fertiliser bag'.

Wattles are characterized by a seed pod that splits in two, containing the seeds. Wattle pod size and
shape are defining characters for identification. Red-stem Wattle pods are about 5 to 8mm wide and about
9cm long with a very slight curve. Red-stem Wattle seeds are edible but have not been tested for
taste....any volunteers?
 
Next month Feature on the can't-burn-me Blackwood wattle.

seed collecting crew this summer

Are you out in that glorious bush exclaiming at the scents and colours of 
our wonderful wildflowers? Would you like to share this thrill in our native 
plants with others by joining our seed collecting team? Come collecting 
seed under the guidance of our intrepid Liz and Tony. Reply to this email 
or call Jill 0419 732 390.

Buy 1 Get one Free for your school or community group

All you have to do is register your school OR COMMUNITY GROUP with us and then whenever any
teacher or parent from that school or community group member comes to the nursery to buy plants we will
donate the same number of plants to their school or community group, to be picked up whenever
convenient for the school or community group.

This is our special offer on ALL our plants at the nursery ALL YEAR: pay the retail price of $3.50 per tube
and we donate 1 tube FREE to your school project. Send us an email or call or text Jill on 0419 732 390
telling us the name of your school or community group and who is the contact person.
 

Next Meeting: Saturday 3 October 1pm

Our next monthly meeting will be held on Saturday 3 October at 1pm at the nursery. 

We are alternating Tuesday and Saturdays to allow options for those who can only come on a weekend to
be able to come join us at a meeting - chat, cuppa, share common interests!
If you can't make it in person, you can still contribute! email us  or call Jill on 0419 732 390 with you
comments, suggestions etc.

Still the same location: our nursery at the Wodonga Waste Transfer Station at 29 Kane Rd. Wodonga.  

Anyone is more than welcome to come along, have your say about our community resource. Come and
contribute to our decisions for the best of the organisation please. We look forward to seeing you there!

Do YOU like to write, take photos, talk with people?

our newsletter needs you! We also have special spots for a plant sales person, an AMBASSADOR and if
you know what a solenoid valve is please call Jill 0419 732 390

VOLUNTEER 3 hours per month, fortnight or week - can do ?

Come and get your hands dirty working with other like-minded people. Yes it is FUN mucking around with
seeds and plants! Or bring your group for a working bee and take home a heap of plants donated to your
project.

 Volunteering at our nursery is a great way to get some fresh air, physical activity, and to give back to our
community and our environment. Volunteering at our nursery is also a Centrelink approved activity. Ask
your Workways or other employment agency to refer you to us for you to meet your activity requirements.

So if you or anyone you know would be interested in giving us a hand, give Jill a call on 0419 732 390 or
email us at ongnursery@gmail.com or just simply come and visit us at our nursery! 

Become a Member Today

If you're not already a Member of Our Native Nursery then now is the time to join, and support us as we
continue to grow. Membership is free and easy. Just fill out this form, send it to us and you're in. You don't
even need to renew - it's that simple. 

By joining, you will receive a member discount on plant purchases. Rather than pay $3.50 retail per tube,
you will only pay $2.50 per tube.

Already a member and know someone else who might like to join? Then please forward this email to
them, and help us grow.

Jill Dawson
for Our Native Garden Nursery Inc

The nursery is located at the Wodonga Waste
Transfer Station at 29 Kane Rd, Wodonga.
Open TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY, THURSDAY
and SATURDAY 10am - 1pm.
0418 579 331

SUPPORT US & BECOME A
MEMBER TODAY

Facebook Website

DOWNLOAD OUR LATEST
PLANT LIST

Our Native Garden Nursery is a community owned, Not-for-Profit, Registered Charity that 
our wonderful volunteers run.  This indigenous plant nursery is dedicated to developing a 

balanced ecosystem which helps create and maintain a healthy environment for plants, creatures 
and people.
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