
annual SPRING SALE tremendous bargains
Saturday 29 Sept; how to get FREE plants for
your school PLUS feature on Slender Knotweed -
a so useful NOTweed

Can't see the photos? Click here
  

Welcome to the Our Native Garden Nursery Newsletter, September 2018 Edition!
 

annual SPRING SALE tremendous bargains Saturday 29 Sept

from 10.30am to 1pm we have tremendous bargains.
 

Come help us celebrate Spring, at the annual Our Native Garden Nursery Spring Plant Sale

on Saturday 29 September

Going out at only $1 each just waiting to find a new home in your garden are:

Chocolate Lily, Pale Vanilla Lily, Sweet Bursaria, Common Woodrush,
Weeping Grass, Kangaroo Grass, Love Grass, Twin-flower Knawel

feature on a plant for creek line or waterway - Slender Knotweed

Slender Knotweed Persicaria decipiens
 
                   

          
A few years ago in amongst all the weeds of House Creek in the Wodonga suburban stretch, I could only
find 4 native plants that were remnants of the original flora: Native Geranium, Common Reed, Billabong
Rush and this delightful Slender Knotweed. It qualified for my label of 'a great Aussie survivor' of the
settlement of Australia by non indigenous people.

It is a very hardy attractive plant growing up to 80cm tall in a quite graceful arching form. The soft leaves
are distinctive in having purple markings - photo on right above. It spreads well and can make dense
mats. lt is vigorous and can compete with weeds. When the floods come, this is one of the plants you
have to especially thank for keeping the banks from washing away. It makes excellent habitat for water
birds and frogs.

Between December and April you can find drooping spikes of tiny pink flowers, peaking in mid to late
summer. Bees really like these flowers, other likely pollinators are flies, wasps and small butterflies.
      
This plant is a global inhabitant, found in water and wet soil across Africa and the Mediterranean, through
southwestern Asia, Malesia and all states of Australia, as well as Norfolk Island, New Zealand and New
Caledonia. It has become naturalised in Madagascar. Slender Knotweed is not cultivated but is eaten
locally in times of famine in Africa.   

The Latin genus name Persicarius  refers to the swollen nodes on the jointed, slightly angled stems.
Knotweed is named for the sheath that encircles the nodes on the stems. The plants are also called
smartweed because they have a sharp, peppery flavor and their plant juice makes one’s eyes run. 
                                                 
The Latin species name decipiens is from the latin for 'deceiving'. When a plant has this in it's name, be
warned to take care with your identification. The leaves can be quite variable and it is easily confused with
other plants.

Locally this plant can be hard to tell apart from the common weed Dock. Easiest is to compare the shape
of the flower or seed heads.  Dock weed flower photo left and seed photo right - the flower/seed head on
dock is branching, but Knotweed is a straight spike.

                                                      

Really it is so easy to remember the name of this plant. .... it is as tough as and grows as easily as a weed
BUT it is NOT a weed!

Next Meeting: Tuesday 2 October at 1pm

Our next meeting  is the on Tuesday 2 October at 1pm at the nursery. 

Up for discussion is accessing Crowd Funding and supplying plants for sale to the Re-use shop. If you
can't make it in person, you can still contribute! email us  or call Jill on 0419 732 390 with you comments,
suggestions etc. Still the same location: our nursery at the Wodonga Waste Transfer Station at 29 Kane
Rd. Wodonga.  

Anyone is more than welcome to come along, have your say about our community resource. Come and
contribute to our decisions for the best of the organisation please. We look forward to seeing you there!

FREE plants for your school, Landcare or Community group?

      
the word is starting to get out to the schools.....register YOUR  school, Landcare or Community group for
the Buy 1 Get 1 Free Program NOW!

All you have to do is register your school or LANDCARE or COMMUNITY GROUP with us and then
whenever any teacher or parent from that school or community group member comes to the nursery to
buy plants we will donate the same number of plants to their school or community group, to be picked up
whenever convenient for the school or community group.

By taking part in this program and choosing local native plants, you can enjoy contributing to the 
ecological health of your school environment and creating a beautiful garden to be enjoyed at home. For 
both students and parents, this is an excellent opportunity to inspire our community to care for our 
environment, and also encourages students to enjoy getting outdoors and learning more about native 
plants.

This is our special offer on ALL our plants at the nursery ALL YEAR: pay the retail price of $3.50 per tube
and we donate 1 tube FREE to your revegetation or garden project. Send us an email or call or text Jill on
0419 732 390 telling us the name of your school or group and who is the contact person.

Can we put an ad in your school or group newsletter about this? Let us know who to contact for this
please!

Reply now!  So we can let you know when we have FREE NATIVE PLANTS for you to pick up

 

All you need to register is to provide:

The Name of your School or Group

The name of the contact person, their phone number and email address

Diggers Speedwell                                                     Chocolate Lily

                             

 

SEED SEED SEED SEED SEED SEED

Bring seed from your land for us to sow and grow, take home FREE plants!

We especially are wanting seed of Grass trigger-plants and Woolly Newholland 
Daisy, have you got some or know where some are?

JOIN our seed collecting team. Headed up by two very bush savvy people Tony 
Marsh and Liz Fuchsen, this team will be going out there in the bush on public land 

during November to January to collect seed under permit for the nursery.

Lots to enjoy, lots to learn, lots to share with wonderful like minded people.

Email us or call/text Jill 0419 732 390 for the first collection site and 
date.                                                  

It's here, Spring is HERE!

it's time to get out in the garden with the coming spring sunshine and put in some plants. Support Our
Native Garden Nursery by coming and buying our plants - you help the environment and your community.
Help us by spreading the word about how good native plants are and that buying them from Our Native
Garden Nursery is a GOOD THING!

Become a Member Today

If you're not already a Member of Our Native Nursery then now is the time to join, and support us as we
continue to grow. Membership is free and easy. Just fill out this form, send it to us and you're in. You don't
even need to renew - it's that simple. 

By joining, you will receive a member discount on plant purchases. Rather than pay $3.50 retail per tube,
you will only pay $2.50 per tube.

Already a member and know someone else who might like to join? Then please forward this email to
them, and help us grow.

Jill Dawson
for Our Native Garden Nursery Inc

The nursery is located at the Wodonga Waste
Transfer Station at 29 Kane Rd, Wodonga.
Open TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY, THURSDAY
and SATURDAY 10am - 1pm.
0418 579 331

SUPPORT US & BECOME A
MEMBER TODAY

DOWNLOAD OUR LATEST
PLANT LIST

  Our Native Garden Nursery is a community owned, Not-for-Profit, Registered Charity 
that our wonderful volunteers run.  This indigenous plant nursery is dedicated to developing a 

balanced ecosystem which helps create and maintain a healthy environment for plants, creatures 
and people.
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