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feature on  - Burgan the conspicuous summer
flower

Welcome to the Our Native Garden Nursery Newsletter, March 2019 Edition!

feature on  - Blackwood ...can't burn me

Blackwood Acacia melanoxylon

A fast-growing, very hardy small to large upright tree with hard, fissured bark. Height 5 to 30 m. Pale
yellow to cream-coloured flowers between Aug and Oct.  Leaves can feed caterpillars of Blue Jewel and
Imperial Blue Butterflies.

It is one of the most wide-ranging tree species in eastern Australia and considerably variable, particularly
in phyllode size and shape. Phyllodes are a modified stem that look like leaves but do not have stoma that
can release water vapour - a valuable drought hardiness adaptation.This tree is widespread, preferring
moist fertile soils, in valleys in wetter mountain forests. Once established it will tolerate drier conditions but
may remain smaller. Frost tolerant. Full or partial sun

Wattles are easiest identified by their distinctive pod shape - see how curly the Blackwood one is? Pods
can float on water. Wattle seeds are dispersed mostly by being ejected from the  pod when it opens,
usually under the hot sun.The Blackwood seeds have a large, long, red appendage called the funicule
which encircles the seed in a double fold. The seeds may hang by this on the trees for months with the
red colour attracting birds. The birds disperse the seed plus it's passage through the bird's gut may assist
in germination. 

The funicle is very important to ants and to the Blackwood - the funicle is a great ant food and the ants will
carry the whole seed into their nests where the seeds may be protected from predation and the extreme
temperatures of wildfires, possibly ensuring germination only after penetrating rain, although this is
doubtful for deeply buried seed. Soil-stored seed is viable for at least 50 years. Some seed, along with
other detritus, may be deposited around the nest entrance, and this may provide a rich source of nutrients
for germinating seedlings. 

Acacia melanoxylon is valued for its decorative timber which may be used in cabinets, musical
instruments and in boatbuilding. Blackwood is recognised as an outstanding cabinet timber in Australia for
panelling, inlays, bent work and staves.. Formerly exported, supplies have dwindled and the annual
production of about 10 000 m3 is now used within Australia. Most timber comes from the natural forests of
Tasmania where the resource is actively managed. Availability of sound large logs is limited and today the
timber is mainly used for sliced veneer, especially on particle board for cabinet work and furniture, with
‘scrap ’ sizes for small fancy articles. The wood has good acoustic qualities and is suitable for violin backs.

Sapwood may range in colour from straw to grey-white with clear demarcation from the heartwood. The
heartwood is golden to dark brown with chocolate growth rings. The timber is generally straight grained
but may be wavy or interlocked. Quartersawn surfaces may produce an attractive fiddleback figure. The
wood is lustrous and possesses a fine to medium texture.

The name of the wood may refer to dark stains on the hands of woodworkers, caused by the high levels of
tannin in the timber. It is a declared noxious species in South Africa and is a pest in Portugal's Azores
Islands. It was also recently listed in California as an invasive weed. Its use as a street tree is being
phased out in some locales because of the damage it often causes to pavements and underground
plumbing. In some regions of Tasmania, blackwood is now considered a pest.

We are very grateful to have TKEL furniture as an important sponsor of Our Native Garden Nursery. TKEL
Furniture is an Australian family-owned bespoke furniture and kitchen business. They love designing and
crafting one of a kind pieces, made to last forever and to hand down through the generations. Everyday
they work with clients to design and craft their perfect piece of furniture from sustainable and recycled
timbers, using classical joinery, the latest products and modern practices. Yes they use this wonderful
Blackwood, check out their site http://www.tkelfurniture.com.au/.  

TKEL donates trees for each piece of furniture sold; Our Native Garden donates the supporting
understorey plants for every tree donated by TKEL, and the Landcare Network connects these plants with
local groups and Landcare projects. The result is community stewardship at it's best; collaboration from
seed to tree!

Indigenous Australians derive an analgesic from the tree. It was also used to make spearthrowers and
shields. Seeds were ground and eaten. Bark infusion was used for rheumatism.The tree's twigs and bark
were used to poison fish as a way of fishing; fishing lines from fibre, fish poison from pounded leaves. This
tree can also be used as a fire barrier plant, amongst other plants, in rural situations. In my own
experience during the 2003 fires at our Australian Alpine Nursery near Falls Creek. the fires went
AROUND our resident Blackwood!

Winter Sale and FREE PLANTS with every purchase

Saturday 29th  June 2019

 10am to 1pm

 info Daniel 0418 579 331
FREE PLANTS:  Red Box, Windmill Grass, Ovens Wattle, Varnish Wattle, Mountain Swamp Gum

YES we are really keen to have more local native plants go in the ground to feed and shelter more native
creatures which adds to the health of the environment AND US TOO!!

Next Meeting: Saturday 8 June 1pm          

The next meeting is on Saturday 11 May at 1pm at the nursery. 

come join us at a meeting - chat, cuppa, share common interests!

If you can't make it in person, you can still contribute! email us  or call Jill on 0419 732 390 with you
comments, suggestions etc.

Still the same location: our nursery at the Wodonga Waste Transfer Station at 29 Kane Rd. Wodonga. 

Anyone is more than welcome to come along, have your say about our community resource. We need
people like YOU to keep our organisation healthy and running right!

Become a Member Today

If you're not already a Member of Our Native Nursery then now is the time to join, and support us as we
continue to grow. Membership is free and easy. Just fill out this form, send it to us and you're in. You don't
even need to renew - it's that simple. 

By joining, you will receive a member discount on plant purchases. Rather than pay $3.50 retail per tube,
you will only pay $2.50 per tube.

Already a member and know someone else who might like to join? Then please forward this email to
them, and help us grow.

Jill Dawson
for Our Native Garden Nursery Inc

The nursery is located at the Wodonga Waste
Transfer Station at 29 Kane Rd, Wodonga.
Open TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY, THURSDAY
and SATURDAY 10am - 1pm.
0418 579 331

SUPPORT US & BECOME A
MEMBER TODAY

Facebook Website

DOWNLOAD OUR LATEST
PLANT LIST

Our Native Garden Nursery is a community owned, Not-for-Profit, Registered Charity that
our wonderful volunteers run.  This indigenous plant nursery is dedicated to developing a 

balanced ecosystem which helps create and maintain a healthy environment for plants, creatures 
and people.
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